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Mr. President, Lieutenant Colonel 

Chapman will be forever remembered 
not only as a hero of World War II, but 
also as a hero in the hearts of his be-
loved family members. They treasure 
the gifts he gave to them and to his 
country. Lieutenant Colonel Chapman 
belongs to a select group of individuals 
to whom our country will forever be in-
debted. I would ask my colleagues to 
rise today in honor of all those who 
gave so much to this country, includ-
ing a great Kentuckian, LTC George 
Warfield Floyd Chapman. 

f 

EASTER SEALS 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, the 
charitable sector has long been an im-
portant partner with government in 
meeting the needs of the disabled. For 
more than 85 years, Easter Seals has 
partnered with individuals, families, 
businesses, communities, and govern-
ment to help children and adults with 
disabilities live, learn, work, and par-
ticipate in their communities. 

Each year, Easter Seals assists more 
than 1 million people through its na-
tionwide network of community-based 
organizations. These affiliates provide 
top-quality, family-focused, and inno-
vative services to meet the specific 
needs of the particular community it 
serves. 

Last year, more than 72,000 children 
received early intervention and child-
hood development services through 
Easter Seals. Over 54,000 adults with 
disabilities learned the skills and 
gained the confidence needed to seek 
meaningful employment because of 
Easter Seals’ job training programs. 
Almost 35,000 children and adults with 
disabilities participated in confidence- 
building activities at Easter Seals’ 
camping and recreation programs. Tens 
of thousands of children and adults 
with disabilities received life-changing 
medical rehabilitation therapies and 
case management services from Easter 
Seals. 

Easter Seals has long been an effec-
tive advocate and important resource 
on policy issues affecting people with 
disabilities and their families. Its 
founder, Edgar ‘‘Daddy’’ Allen, lobbied 
the Ohio Legislature to fund services 
for children with disabilities in the 
1920s. Today, thousands of Easter Seals 
volunteers and staff from across the 
country will continue in ‘‘Daddy’’ Al-
len’s footsteps, meeting with their leg-
islators to discuss the importance of 
low-income working families being 
able to obtain health insurance for 
their children. 

Earlier this month, Easter Seals held 
its national convention in Washington, 
DC, and its supporters met with Mem-
bers of the House and Senate to discuss 
its worthy mission. It is one of Amer-
ica’s most respected and effective char-
itable organizations, and I join my col-
leagues in congratulating them on a 
very successful convention. 

WOMEN’S LUNCH PLACE IN 
BOSTON 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I wel-
come this opportunity to commend 
Women’s Lunch Place in Boston, MA 
for 25 years of dedicated service to 
women in need in the Boston area. 

The persistence of homelessness in 
our State has long been a focus of con-
cern and attention for many of us in 
Boston and throughout our Common-
wealth. Homeless persons each have 
their own story of their unique cir-
cumstances, but they teach us the 
same lesson—that we must deal more 
effectively with the causes of home-
lessness, such as drug abuse, poverty, 
domestic violence, mental illness, and 
the lack of basic skills and adequate 
education. 

All the members of Women’s Lunch 
Place and its supporters take well-de-
served pride in the outstanding work 
they have done over the past 25 years 
in providing needed assistance for the 
countless numbers of women who have 
walked through its doors. They have 
made a remarkable difference in the 
lives of those they have touched so 
deeply, and all of us in Massachusetts 
are proud of their achievement. 

The strong commitment of Women’s 
Lunch Place has enabled these women 
to embark on a new life and equipped 
them with the support of a community 
and a newfound optimism for their fu-
ture. As it continues its mission and 
its ever-expanding possibilities in the 
years ahead, I commend Women’s 
Lunch Place for all it does so well. 

f 

IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY HISTORY 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 
wish to speak on a topic that is of 
growing importance to many through-
out our Nation, especially in my home 
State of Utah. That subject is family 
history. 

As many of my colleagues know, I 
have always been a strong believer in 
the importance of researching personal 
family history and learning more about 
our roots and heritage. For some, it is 
a hobby; for others, it is a passion to 
collect, preserve, and share geneal-
ogies, personal histories, and memora-
bilia that document the life and times 
of families around the world. 

Studies show that a large majority of 
Americans have an interest and are ac-
tively involved in tracing their fam-
ily’s history. Indeed, millions of indi-
viduals throughout the United States 
and the world continue to utilize our 
Nation’s libraries and archives to 
search the records that detail the his-
tory of our Nation, our States, our 
communities, and our citizens. In re-
cent years, the Internet has also be-
come an invaluable tool for those seek-
ing to learn more about where they 
came from and what legacies they have 
inherited. 

I have been pleased to learn that sev-
eral agencies throughout the Federal 
Government have established programs 

which I believe will greatly assist our 
citizens in their desire to research 
their family history. The National Ar-
chives and the Departments of Defense, 
Veterans Affairs, the Interior, Com-
merce, and Justice have all undertaken 
efforts to make digital copies of Amer-
ican records accessible through the 
Internet. Once completed, these pro-
grams will ensure that countless his-
torical documents, including military, 
census, court, land, justice, and pro-
bate records as well as photographs, 
newspapers and other sources of histor-
ical information will be preserved for 
generations to come. 

As you might expect, Mr. President, 
scanning billions of documents is a 
daunting, as well as expensive, task. 
Realizing this, Federal agencies have 
created numerous public-private part-
nerships with various companies 
throughout the country, including 
some from my home State of Utah. 
Many of these companies do so out of 
an interest in helping the public gain 
access to important documents and are 
not wholly motivated by profits or 
gain. The expertise provided to the 
government by many Utahns have 
made it easier for agencies to scan, 
index, and preserve various records for 
posterity. Private organizations have 
also worked with government archi-
vists to devise disaster plans in order 
to protect vital records from being de-
stroyed in event of catastrophe. 

The importance of protecting and 
preserving the history of our country 
cannot be overstated. Recent events, 
such as Hurricane Rita and the fire in 
the Washington, DC Library, have dem-
onstrated the need to be proactive in 
preserving the records of our Nation’s 
past. 

Mr. President, I want to commend 
those, both in the government and the 
private sector, who have worked to pre-
serve our Nation’s heritage for future 
generations. As one who has long been 
interested in family history, I am ex-
tremely grateful for their efforts. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, it has 
been 5 years since the sniper shootings 
that paralyzed the Washington, DC, 
area came to an end. At 3:19 in the 
morning on October 24, 2002, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation arrested 
John Allen Mohammad and John Lee 
Malvo, putting an end to their reign of 
terror. Over the course of 23 long days, 
these two individuals randomly shot 
and killed 10 innocent people and criti-
cally injured 3 more. 

Following their arrests, John Lee 
Malvo was sentenced to life imprison-
ment, and John Allen Mohammad was 
sentenced to death. Many community 
leaders urged action on gun safety leg-
islation. However, how much has been 
done to help prevent such incidents? 

Last month the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation released its latest ‘‘Crime 
in the United States’’ report, detailing 
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local, State, regional and national sta-
tistics for 2006. According to the re-
port, 14,990 people were murdered in 
the United States last year alone. This 
is an increase over 14,965 murders in 
2005, and 14,210 in 2004. Of the 14,990 
murdered in 2006, 10,177 people were 
killed by a firearm. In Michigan alone, 
there were 711 murders last year, 498 
involved a firearm. These numbers are 
simply staggering. 

Gun violence is preventable. However 
it requires action. In order to reduce 
the level of gun violence in our homes 
and communities, Congress must pass 
common sense legislation to keep guns 
out of the hands of children and crimi-
nals. 

Without action, guns will be found 
increasingly in our high schools, uni-
versities, religious institutions, and 
our homes. Some of us in Congress 
have heard voices cry of families, edu-
cators, and police officials around this 
country and continue to work to pass 
sensible gun legislation, which would 
limit access to guns by prohibited per-
sons, close the gun show loophole, re-
authorize the assault weapons ban and 
aid law enforcement agencies in track-
ing gun traffickers. Congress needs to 
address these needs and do everything 
possible to reduce the levels of gun vio-
lence in America. 

f 

RISING GAS PRICES 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, oil prices 
closed at another record high yester-
day over $93.50 a barrel. That is nearly 
triple the average price just 4 years 
ago, and we have reason to fear that oil 
may be on its way to over $100 a barrel 
and possibly to $120 a barrel. Gas prices 
are reportedly 65 cents a gallon higher 
than they were just a year ago. This is 
an unacceptable burden to hundreds of 
thousands of families across the coun-
try, and it harms American consumers 
as well as the American economy. This 
winter, the price of home heating oil 
will be a serious burden on thousands 
of Vermonters. 

The relentless rise in oil prices 
should be another clear signal that we 
need to redouble efforts toward energy 
independence. As we develop alter-
native energy sources, we must keep 
focus on the artificial manipulation of 
oil and gas prices today. Demand for 
oil is rising, but members of the Orga-
nization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries, or OPEC, continue to 
collude to prevent the supply from 
matching that demand. As the Centre 
for Global Energy summarized it: 
‘‘Without more oil from OPEC, prices 
will continue to rise over the winter.’’ 
In a properly functioning market, 
OPEC members would compete to serve 
the demand, but OPEC acts outside the 
basic principles of competition. 

As the weather cools, rising prices 
for heating oil are an even greater 
cause for concern. Thousands of hard 
working Vermont families, seniors and 
disabled persons will experience consid-
erable strain in coming months as they 

try to balance the cost of such neces-
sities as home heating oil, prescription 
drugs and food on their tables. The En-
ergy Information Administration fore-
casts that the average U.S. household 
will see a winter increase of 22 percent 
in heating-oil expenditures from last 
year. In fiscal year 2006, Congress ap-
propriated over $3 billion for the crit-
ical Low Income Home Energy Assist-
ance Program, LIHEAP. Yet in his fis-
cal year 2008 budget, President Bush 
has requested only half that amount, 
or $1.5 billion. While LIHEAP grants 
are decreasing, the number of applica-
tions is rising. 

The American consumer is being 
harmed for the benefit of oil producing 
cartels. This is just wrong. When the 
President took office, Americans could 
fill their cars, heat their homes, and 
run their businesses on gasoline that 
cost $1.45 a gallon. Today, fuel prices 
have skyrocketed to an average $2.87 a 
gallon. Prices will, at times, fall, but 
because fuel prices are not properly 
subject to competition oversight and 
enforcement, the American consumer 
will only benefit from lower prices 
when it serves some other purpose of 
the cartel and foreign governments. 

The administration must stop OPEC 
from artificially affecting prices in the 
United States. I joined Senator KOHL 
as an original cosponsor of his bipar-
tisan NOPEC legislation that would 
hold accountable certain oil producing 
nations for their collusive behavior 
that has artificially reduced the supply 
and inflated the price of fuel. 

When entities engage in anticompeti-
tive conduct that harms American con-
sumers, it is the responsibility of the 
Department of Justice to investigate 
and prosecute. It is wrong to let mem-
bers of OPEC off the hook just because 
their anticompetitive practices come 
with the seal of approval of national 
governments. 

It is time for the administration to 
take the side of American consumers, 
not the side of oil cartels. We cannot 
claim to be energy independent while 
we permit foreign governments to ma-
nipulate oil prices in an anticompeti-
tive manner. Vermont families, and 
families across the country, need our 
help to make essential home heating 
more affordable this winter. 

f 

PROCEDURAL FAIRNESS FOR 
SEPTEMBER 11 VICTIMS ACT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, in the 
days following the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, Members of Congress on 
both sides of the aisle came together to 
pass comprehensive legislation entitled 
‘‘The Air Transportation Safety and 
System Stabilization Act.’’ This meas-
ure provided victims the option of fil-
ing a claim with a national compensa-
tion program or seeking limited dam-
ages in one Federal district court—the 
United States District Court for the 
Southern District of New York. Unfor-
tunately, the legislation we passed 
failed to grant that trial court with the 

power to serve and enforce subpoenas 
outside of the traditional 100-mile ra-
dius of the Southern District of New 
York, even in the very cities where the 
hijacked flights originated and where 
two of them crashed on the morning of 
September 11. 

We were able to pass a legislative fix 
to this problem recently in the Senate. 
I understand that the House of Rep-
resentatives is poised to pass the Sen-
ate bill today. I praise my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle and in both 
Chambers for acting to provide nation-
wide service of subpoenas for the Sep-
tember 11 victims. Although no 
amount of compensation can replace a 
lost loved one, the Procedural Fairness 
for September 11 Victims Act offers a 
technical fix that is crucial to allowing 
victims and their families to have their 
claims fairly and thoroughly heard in 
court. I urge the President to sign this 
legislation into law without delay. 

f 

REPATRIATION OF REMAINS OF 
VIETNAM VETERANS 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the return of the re-
mains of LTJG Donald F. Wolfe, whose 
body has finally been returned to 
American soil. 

Lieutenant Wolfe—along with four of 
his fellow Navy aviators and sailors— 
was killed on October 8, 1967, when the 
E–1B aircraft they were flying on 
crashed near Da Nang in heavy weath-
er. The bodies of these brave Navy 
servicemen could not be recovered at 
the time due to weather, terrain and 
hostile activity. 

But today, almost exactly 40 years 
after this terrible incident, the remains 
of Lieutenant Wolfe and his colleagues 
are back home, bringing peace of mind 
and closure to his family at long last. 

One of the great stains on the history 
of this Nation is the way that many of 
our Vietnam War veterans were treated 
when they returned home from war. 

We should be honest with ourselves 
and with our veterans: The way that 
many of these veterans were treated 
during this time was wrong, and that 
kind of treatment hurt our country 
psychologically, and it hurt our coun-
try militarily. 

Fortunately, our Nation has learned 
from that sorry episode. I take comfort 
in the fact that despite our vigorous 
disagreements about the Iraq war, all 
of us in this Senate and in our home-
towns and States honor those who 
serve there. 

And today we have an opportunity to 
make sure that these five men get the 
welcome home that all our troops de-
served. We should stop to honor their 
memory and their service. It is not too 
late to say to these men and their fam-
ilies: Thank you. 

I intend to observe a moment of si-
lence this afternoon in memory of 
these men and in memory of all those 
who are still classified as missing in 
action. I encourage my colleagues and 
all Americans to do the same. 
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